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Zina Dizengoff Circle, 1934
Architect: Genia Averbouch

Dizengoff Circle was the city's first architecturally
designed open space. Architect Genia Averbouch
won the planning competition held in 1934,
one criterion of which was "fo perceive of an
architectural layout that would be in full harmony
with private buildings around the Circle." The
guideline concerning architectural unity was
already specified in the Geddes Plan, which gave
the plaza a hexagonal shape, but Averbouch
designed the houses around itin a circle. Elongated
balconies with a narrow ventilation slot at the top
accentuate the Circle's curved flowing line. These
balconies are incorporated in both the Chen
and Esther Cinemas (now Cinema Hotel) and
the residential apartment buildings. The balcony
wall resembles a "curtain wall" that generates a
homogenous facade, regardless of the function of
the houses behind it. The horizontal flow around the
Circle calls tfo mind the proposal of brothers Hans
and Wassiliy Luckhardt for the design of Berlin's
Alexanderplatz in 1929.
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