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Building on pilotis and the Flat Roof as a Place
of Tranquil Refuge

The technology of reinforced concrete in
construction gave rise to the pilotis, allowing
buildings to be "raised in the air". The living area
could thus be dissociated from the noise and dirt
of the street, the green areas at street level could
be expanded and ventilation improved. Building
on pilotis and the flat roof garden were two of the
five principles of modern architecture formulated
by Le Corbusier. Architect Ze'ev Rechter was
influenced by the Corbusian doctrine and was
the first to implement it in Tel Aviv, in his design for
Engel House at 84 Rothschild Boulevard. Building
on pilotis later became one of the hallmarks of
modern urban consfruction. The roof terrace in
Mediterranean countries functions as a place of
rest and gathering, af fimes also as a sleeping
place onhotsummer nights. InTel Aviv's apartment
buildings the roof was common property for use
by all residents. Weddings and get-togethers were
often held on the roof terraces, where concrete
pergolas emphasized the roof's public, social
function.
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